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WHAT ARE

PARKLETS?

LET THE FUN BEGIN
The City of Mansfield is excited to announce that it will be
implementing a Historic Downtown Pilot Parklet Program through
the end of 2020. At a time where the future of shopping,
dining, and casual entertainment are unknown, we believe our
residents deserve an appealing place to relax and socialize
safely. With an award-winning Parks and Recreation
department that maintains over 900 acres of parkland, and a
citywide focus on preserving green space, we see parklets as the
perfect opportunity to draw some of these outdoor spaces into
our Historic Downtown.
Of course, this can only be done through the efforts and
support of our hardworking, amazing Historic Downtown
businesses and their commitment to making Mansfield truly the
best place to live, work and play. This pilot program will begin in
the parking spaces in our downtown area. Depending on the
results, who knows what the future holds!
For those that might be interested, installing a parklet is no
small feat, but it doesn’t have to be hard. We want to help provide a
smooth process for you to design, construct, and maintain a
new public parklet for the enjoyment of Mansfield’s residents
and visitors. There are a number of items that you’ll need to
consider before applying for your parklet, and this pamphlet and
the accompanying informational packet will help you get started.
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The world’s first parklets were imagined and installed ten years ago (2010)
in San Francisco, California. Their popularity has spread since then to states
all over the country and beyond. Parklets are public spaces whose
existence and construction are possible through repurposing a portion of
the street next to the sidewalk. They can have a variety of amenities,
ranging from seating, planting, bicycle parking, art and more. While they
are funded and maintained by neighboring businesses, residents and
community organizations, they are publicly accessible and open to all.
Parklets are wonderful miniature public spaces that reflect the diversity
and creativity of the people and organizations who sponsor and design
them. For us at the City, they reflect our commitment to walking and
bicycling, by enjoying and patronizing our unique and Historic Downtown
and furthermore strengthening our community.
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Reimagine the potential of Historic
Downtown Main Street
Complete streets balance the need of people walking, riding bicycles
and travelling by car. At a relatively low cost, parklets will provide a
better balance for every user of the street. The reimagination of this
potential also helps boost the safety of our pedestrians by providing a
buffer between traffic lanes and the sidewalk. With the Pond Branch
Linear Trail providing walkable access to Historic Downtown Mansfield,
public access to a leisure space is a next step in the right direction.

Support local businesses
Not only do parklets enhance the beauty of the street, they also make
the street feel more safe and comfortable for patrons and pedestrians.
This aesthetic and #vibe can improve our Historic Downtown Main
Street making it more enjoyable for people to spend more time
shopping, running errands, and accessing services and entertainment
downtown.

Foster neighborhood interaction
Mansfield has always had a magical way of retaining that small-town
feeling, despite the growth over the years. We hope these parklets
will serve as an invitation for visitors and residents to sit and gather
outdoors with friends and neighbors. In many cases, neighbors will have
participated in the design, financing, construction and stewardship of
parklets. With a community effort, these gathering places will serve as
their own reward and gift from conception to completion.
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Can't wait
to get
started? but first
we get it. ask yourself:
• How does my proposal meet the program goals?
• How will my neighborhood benefit?
• How can I get the community involved in the creation
and stewardship of this parklet?
• What ideas do I have for activation and programming of
this parklet? Be creative!
• What is my plan for ongoing maintenance?
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Things to know:
• Watch out for the notice signs! Want to know if a parklet is being
constructed? You can ask your local city staff or watch out for the
“No Parking” + Permit signs that are put in place 72 hours before
construction begins.
• Parklet Permittees are responsible for the maintenance of their
parklets. Be sure to look at the accompanying Parklet Guidelines
packet for maintenance standards and suggested frequency to
help formulate your maintenance plan.
• Have you decided you’re ready to submit an application? Come
prepared! During this parklet program we want to expedite your
ability to start constructing your parklet ASAP. The Parklet Guidelines
packet has all the information you need to know to make sure
your parklet design is safe, appealing and ready for enjoyment.
• Finally, when looking for someone to construct your parklet, consider
the timeline and space they can provide during the process. We
recommend that you spend as little time building in the right-of-way
as possible, which can be done by starting your parklet construction
offsite. Sourcing materials and being as prepared as possible before
constructing in the final location should expedite the process.

funding
Parklets around the world range anywhere from a few thousand
dollars to some designs that reach close to $100,000. We encourage you
to get creative with less. Being a pilot program, we don’t yet know what
the future holds. All parklet proposals are currently required to be
easily removable. Getting creative can take many forms, such as
innovative material usage, or you may be able to get some services or
materials donated to help reduce costs. For example, a design
consultant or college student might be willing to work pro bono for the
chance to be involved in a parklet project. All we are saying is that never
hurts to ask.
Also remember that there are ongoing costs associated with upkeep and
maintenance of your parklet. You’ll be responsible for those
maintenance costs, so be sure to make sure that you’ll have the financial
resources and enough staff or volunteers available to keep your parklet
in good shape throughout the program duration.
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Parklet Permitting
Process Overview
1

The application process begins! Potential parklet permittees
will submit their application packet.
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The applicant’s proposed parklet location will be submitted
as a site plan which will be reviewed for existing amenities,
size, scope and surrounding utilities.
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The applicant’s design drawing will be reviewed by City
Departments. Designing a parklet is a collaborative process,
and any changes or recommendations will be made to ensure
the design meets safety standards, has well-engineered
construction plans and meets accessibility requirements.

4

Once the proposal is approved and finalized, applicants will
receive their Parklet Permit. They can then schedule and
begin construction.
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After fabrication and installation, the parklet will be inspected
by the City.
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Celebrate your grand opening!
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SEATING

play equipment

What is a park without furnishings to sit
and enjoy a friend or one’s own company?
We encourage you to get creative with
seat design, which can be a part of the
parklet structure, planters, movable or
some other creative feature.

The most successful parklets are those that
are comfortable, accessible and enjoyable
for people of all ages. We encourage you
to find innovative ways to incorporate play
elements into your parklet to make it a fun
place for both adults and children to enjoy.
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landscaping

Plantings not only offer a pleasant buffer along
the streetside of your parklet, but they soften
the space and create beauty that can be
appreciated by users and passer-bys. Consider
planter boxes, hanging planters, green walls,
raised beds and more. We suggest
drought-tolerant and native plants which are
easier to maintain in the Texas elements.

lighting
Lighting is allowed, but will vary depending
on nearby power sources. Our suggestion is
to utilize solar-powered light sources, which
come in a variety of designs and styles.
Please keep in mind that flashing lights and
cords that extend over the sidewalk are not
permitted.

artwork

By now the City of Mansfield’s dedication to
fostering the artists in its community is
well-known. We encourage you to tap into our
amazing art community and use local artwork
to enhance the attractiveness of and create
identity for your parklet. The space to
incorporate art must be clearly indicated in
your design drawings.
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overhead weather
protection

Adding weather protection over your parklet
aids in its functionality and makes it a more
comfortable place for pedestrians. Weather
protection can be provided through a variety
of structures - be sure to include these in your
design drawings. Safety is our utmost priority!

activation and
programming

After design and construction, what happens?
Your parklet starts getting visitors! How the
parklet is used is an important part of the
parklet’s design. Don’t miss the opportunity to
get creative with drawing your visitors to Historic
Downtown Mansfield. Be sure to decide if your
parklet will be a simple space for relaxation, or
if you’re looking for more interactive features
such as art, music, play equipment and outdoor

AMENITIES
to consider
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Visit www.MansfieldTexas.gov
for more information or contact
the Planning Department at
(817) 276 - 4200
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